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9th Grade/English I 

Incoming 9th Graders: Ms. Duke’s Summer Reading List 
 
You will read two books, one non-fiction and one fiction, and complete an assignment for each of 
them which will be due August 13. Email me the titles of the books you chose, and I will email you a 
copy of the assignment. Email: rduke@thesccs.org. 
 

1. NON-FICTION: Read a biography, autobiography, or memoir of your choice.  

2. FICTION: Choose one novel from the list below.  

 

❖ Chocolate War by Robert Cormier  

Jerry Renault ponders the question on the poster in his locker: Do I dare disturb the universe? Refusing to sell 

chocolates in the annual Trinity school fund-raiser may not seem like a radical thing to do. But when Jerry 

challenges a secret school society called The Vigils, his defiant act turns into an all-out war. Now the only 

question is: Who will survive? 

❖ Dirt Bikes, Drones, and Other Ways to Fly by Conrad Wesselhoeft 

Seventeen-year-old dirt-bike daredevil Arlo Santiago catches the eye of the U.S. military with his first place 

ranking on a video game featuring drone warfare. He must reconcile the work they want him to do with the 

emotional scars he has suffered following a death in his family. The adventure takes readers from the dusty 

arroyos of New Mexico to the skies over war-torn Pakistan in this novel about daring to live in the wake of 

unbearable loss. 

❖ The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

The Color Purple depicts the lives of African American women in early twentieth-century rural Georgia. 

Separated as girls, sisters Celie and Nettie sustain their loyalty to and hope in each other across time, 

distance, and silence.  

❖ Dragonflight by Ann McCaffrey 

Lessa is nothing but a ragged kitchen girl. For most of her life she has survived by serving those who betrayed 

her father and took over his lands. Now the time has come for Lessa to shed her disguise—and take back her 

stolen birthright. But everything changes when she meets a queen dragon. The bond they share will be deep 

and last forever. 

❖ Eragon by Christopher Paolini 

When Eragon finds a polished blue stone in the forest, he thinks it is the lucky discovery of a poor farm boy. 
But when the stone brings a dragon hatchling, Eragon soon realizes he and the fledgling dragon must navigate 
the dangerous terrain and dark enemies of an Empire ruled by a king whose evil knows no bounds. 

❖ Foul Trouble John Feinstein 

Bestselling sportswriter John Feinstein exposes the big money and back-room deals that pervade college-

basketball recruiting in this fast-break young adult novel. Terrell Jamerson is the #1 high school basketball 

player in the country. His team is poised to win State, top colleges are lining up to give him scholarships, and 

everyone says he could play in the NBA tomorrow. But it only takes one false step to lose everything. 
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❖ Kindred by Olivia Butler 

This combination of slave memoir, fantasy, and historical fiction is a novel of rich literary complexity and 

elements of science fiction. Having just celebrated her 26th birthday in 1976 California, Dana, an African 

American woman, is suddenly and inexplicably wrenched through time into antebellum Maryland.  

❖ A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines 

The novel is set in a small Cajun community in the late 1940s. Jefferson, a young black man, is involved in a 

shootout in which three men are killed; the only survivor, he is convicted of murder and sentenced to death. As 

Grant Wiggins, the plantation schoolteacher, struggles with his decision to stay or escape to another state, his 

aunt and Jefferson's godmother persuade him to visit Jefferson in his cell and impart his learning and his pride 

to Jefferson before his death.  

❖ Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

This is a tale of a friendship, including commitment, loneliness, hope, and loss. An unlikely pair, George and 

Lennie, two migrant workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American Dream. They 

hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence, all for their great plan: to own an acre of land and 

a shack they can call their own.  

❖ The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

Set in South Carolina in 1964, this remarkable novel about divine female power tells the story of Lily Owens, 

whose life has been shaped around the memory of the murder of her mother. When Lily's black "stand-in 

mother" insults three of the deepest racists in town, Lily decides to spring them both free. They escape to 

Tiburon, a town that holds the secret to her mother's past and a group of women who will change their lives 

forever. 

❖ Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

A classic of the Harlem Renaissance, this beautiful, haunting story follows a woman's search for love, 

independence and, ultimately, self-discovery. Fair, independent, and articulate, Janie Crawford sets out to be 

her own person -- no mean feat for a black woman in the '30s. Janie's quest for identity takes her through three 

marriages and into a journey back to her roots. 

❖ To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy Southern town and the crisis of conscience that rocked it. 

Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill A Mockingbird takes readers to the roots of human 

behavior - to innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, love and hatred, humor and pathos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


